Important Persons and Ideas in the History of (Western) Bioethics
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	 St. Thomas Aquinas
	
	
	
	 Francisco De Vitoria
	

	
	
	
	
	


(1224-1274)
	
	
	
	


(1486-1546)
	

	
	
	
	
	 1) Duty to keep self alive
	
	
	
	 1) Obligation to use 
	

	 Constantinus Africanus




(1020-1087)
	
	
	
	 2) Suicide is the wrongful taking of innocent life
	
	
	
	medication and nutrition only exists when:
	

	Translator into Latin
of Hippocrates, Galen, 

and Arabic medical texts
	
	
	
	 3) Goods (medicine, nutrition) used in due measure for final end
	
	
	
	a) “Ordinarily” used

b) Certainly effective
   (this is rare)
	

	
	
	
	
	   (final end = happiness 
	
	
	
	c) Not costly
	

	
	
	
	
	    of eternal life with God)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


   1500



  




1600








1700








1800








1900








2000
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
   Juan Cardinal De Lugo
	 
	
	  St. Alphonsus Liguori
	
	
	
	
Nürnberg Code
	

	
	


    (1583-1660)
	
	
	

   
  (1696-1787)
	
	
	
	

      (1949)
	

	
	   1) No  Obligation  to use:
	 
	
	 Subjective Repugnance
	
	
	
	
Informed consent
	

	
	      (even to conserve life)
	
	
	Towards a means (food,
	
	
	
	    by human subjects 
	

	
	extraordinary and difficult means
	
	
	
treatment, etc.)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	   (media extraordinaria et difficillima)
	
	  may render that means
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	 2) “Bitter pain” may render otherwise
	
	  non-obligatory for
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
     ordinary means extraordinary
	
	  that individual
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    1928-1941
	

	
	
	Quinine
	
	
	
  Digitalis
	Anesthesia
	 Antisepsis
	
 Antibiotics
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


   Thomas Percival
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

   1803 Ethics (Paternalism)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
“Unite condescension with authority
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

... inspire gratitude, respect”
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



(See Atkinson “Theological History of Catholic Teaching on Prolonging Life” in Moral Responsibility in Prolonging Life Decisions, pp. 95-104 (St. Louis, 1981)

