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dn désert. Série des anonymes, trans. Lucien Regnault, Spiritualité
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Gabriel Bunge and Adalbert de Vogiié, Ouatre ermites égyptiens
d'apris les fragments coptes de I Histoire Lansiague, Spiritualité
Orientale, 60 (Bégrolles-en-Mauges: Abbaye de Bellefontaine,
1994)

Clavis Patrum Graecorum, ed. Maurice Geerard, 6 vols.
(Turnhout: Brepols, 197498

Cotpus Scriptorum Christianorum Orientalium (Louvain,
1903- )
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Spiritualité Otientale, 66 (Bégrolles-en-Mauges: Abbaye de
Bellefontaine, 1996)

Historia Ecclesiastica, of Socrates, PG 67. 33-841; of Sozomen,
ed.]. Bidez and G. C. Hansen, Sogomenns Kirchengeschichte, Die
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Verlag, 1960)

Palladius, Fistoria Lansiaca, ed. Cuthbert Butler, 7he Lausiac
History of Palladius, Texts and Studies, 6.1—2 (Cambridge:
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Historia monachorum in Aggypto, ed. A. J. Festugiére, Subsidia
Hagiographica, 53 (Brussels: Société des Bollandistes, 1961)
The Oxford Classical Dictionary, 31d edn., ed. Simon
Hornblower and Antony Spawforth (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1996)
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Philokalia Plokalia oV lepdv vymTikdv, ed. Nikodemos the
Hagiorite and Makarios of Corinth, i (Athens: Aster, 1974)

PL Patrologia Latina, ed. J. P. Migne e# 2/, (Paris, 1844—80)

PO Patrologia Orsientalis, (Patis and Turnhout, 1904— )

SC Soutces Chrétiennes, (Paris: Certf, 1942— )

Abbreviations for Biblical refetences follow the standard Oxford University Press
conventions, with the exception of references to 1—2 Sam. and 1—2 Kgs., which are
given as 1—4 Kgs., following the Septuagint. Psalm references are to the Septuagint
aumbering,

INTRODUCTION

THE LIFE OF EVAGRIUS

Fivagtius was born in the town of Ibora in Helenopontus, probably in the
year 345.' He was the son of a rural bishop and was himself ordained alec-
torby Basil, bishop of Caesatea. Afterthedeath of Basilin 379, he attached
himself to Gregoty of Nazianzus who ordained him a deacon. Evagrius
then appears in the company of Gregory in Constantinople, where the
latter became bishop of the orthodox community in November of 380.
After Gregory’s resignation in 381 duting the Council of Constantinople,
Evagrius continued to serve the new bishop, Nektarios, in the conflict
with the Atians. At some point duting this period Evagtius fell in love
with a married woman of the aristocratic class, but even though he recog-
nized the danger of scandal and the use the heretics might make of this, he
found himself unable to break off the relationship. Then, while at prayer,
Evagtius had a vision in which he was imprisoned by the soldiers of the
governot, presumably at the instigation of the woman’s husband. An
angel appeared to him in prison and advised him to leave Constantinople
as soon as possible. Evagtius agreed and swore an oath on the Gospel.
Watned by this expetience, Evagrius packed his bags and boarded a ship
for Jerusalem. These events probably took place in 382.

In Palestine he met Melania the Elder who offered him hospitality,
presumably in the neighbouring monastery of Rufinus. Evagrius’ resolve
seems to have faltered at this point, for he is said to have turned to his old
ways that were characterized as displays of vaingloty and pride. God then
afHlicted him with a six-month fever which wasted his flesh and thereby
tamed his unruly passions. When the doctors could not cure his fever,
Melania suspected the teal natute of his illness and demanded to know
whatwas troubling him. Evagrius told her the whole story. She then made
him promise to take up the monastic life. Evagrius accepted her counsel
and recovered within a few days, receiving the habit from Rufinus and
then departing for Egypt.

! Palladius notes in /7L 38. 1 (116. 11—12) that Evagtius was 54 when he died on the feast
of Epiphany (HL 38. 13, (122. 14—15)) at the beginning of 399 or possibly 4c0. Palladius in
his Dialogue does not mention him among the monks persecuted by Theophilus in 4o0.




